
Summer Reading Assignment—English 11 Honors 

The Distance Between Us – Reyna Grande 

Assignment:  During reading - Journal entries 

15 dialectical journal entries.  As you read, use close reading techniques to engage with the text. Use any of 

the following starters for journal entries. Never summarize the text!! All journal entries are to be 

analytical exercises. Be sure to vary your entry types (don't do the same thing over and over again). 

• Choose a significant quotation – one that made you stop and think - and comment on it. Why is it 

important? Extend beyond the text itself. Ex: maybe the passage is important for a character, but how 

about us? 

• Reading between the lines. Sometimes it's what characters don't say that matters. Cite a passage and 

explain what's really going on. Be sure to show how you know it. 

• Cite a passage that demonstrates the development of a dynamic character: how is it she/he grows, 

learns, etc. Why is this change important? 

• Words of the Wiser:  Identify a passage where a wise character offers advice or insight about life. Be 

sure to explain this message and how relevant it is in today’s world. 

• Contrasts:  Cite a passage that demonstrates a significant interaction between two opposing characters. 

Why is this interaction important? Explain how the contrasts between characters help us understand 

them.  

• Rhetorical analysis:  What rhetorical devices is the author using to engage the reader and to forward 

the plot and theme of the text? 

What is a dialectical journal? 

 

*A dialectical journal is a conversation between you and what you are reading. It highlights the 

questions, connections, and ideas that you have as you read.   

*This process is an important way to understand a piece of literature. By writing about 

literature, you make your own meaning of the work in order to truly understand it. 
 

You should use the dialectical journal format to help with your note taking.    

    Format of Dialectical Journal  
# quote  QUOTE  Pg #  Explanation (what is 

happening, who is speaking, 

etc.)  

Signpost Analysis – why 

is this important?  

1          

2          

3         

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

Etc…     

  



Dialectical Journal Rubric 

Category  A:  Critical Reader  
(90-100)  

B: Connected Reader   
(89-80)  

C:  Thoughtful Reader   
(79-70)  

D:  Literal Reader   
(69-60)  

Interpretation  Student constructs 
a thoughtful, 
detailed, and 
believable 
interpretation of 
the text.  

Student constructs a 
thoughtful, believable 
interpretation of the 
text.  

Student constructs a 
believable 
interpretation, but may 
have some paraphrase.  

Student mainly 
paraphrases 
passages and does 
very little actual 
interpretation.  

Details and 
Themes  

Student thinks 
about the meaning 
of the text in terms 
of a larger or 
universal 
significance or the 
importance to the 
work as a whole.  

Student thinks about 
the meaning of the 
text in larger terms.  

Student thinks about 
the meaning of the text, 
but does not make 
many connections to 
bigger ideas.  

Student rarely 
thinks about the 
meaning of the 
text.  

Identification  Student always 
chooses important 
passages and 
correctly identifies 
signposts.  

Student chooses 
important passages 
and addressed the 
signposts often.  

Student has trouble 
identifying important 
passages and may not 
address the signposts.  

Student rarely 
identifies 
important passages 
and ignores 
signposts.  

Evidence  Student answers 
important 
questions relating 
to the signposts 
and attempts to 
make sense of text 
complexities using 
evidence to support 
opinions.  

Student answers 
important questions 
and makes sense of 
the text using 
evidence to support 
opinions.  

Student’s answers 
questions and attempts 
to make sense of the 
text.  

Student asks many 
questions, but does 
not offer answers. 
Student rarely 
attempts to make 
sense of the text.  

Completion  Student’s journals 
are complete, 
neatly written, and 
cover the entire 
reading 
assignment.  

Student’s journals are 
complete and cover 
the entire reading 
assignment.  

Student’s journals are 
complete, but may skip 
large portions of the 
reading assignment.  

Student’s journals 
are incomplete.  

 

***Assignments are due on September 24/25!  There will be a graded, in-class quiz on the text. 

**This book is available in many places.  It can be rented from the Baltimore County Public 

Library in book, e-book and audio format.  The Libby app allows free rental of ebooks from 

local libraries.  It is available from Amazon for under $10.  We have a few copies at school if you 

cannot locate it in any of these places. 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact the Honors English 11 teachers:  Mrs. Stants 

cstants@bcps.org or Ms. Clawson dclawson@bcps.org  
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